Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 100 K; mean (C-C) = 0.005 Å; disorder in main residue; R factor = 0.025; wR factor = 0.067; data-to-parameter ratio = 18.1.
In the crystal of the title compound, C 9 H 8 Br 2 O 2 , inversion dimers linked by two O-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds occur. All of the carbon and oxygen atoms are disordered over two sets of sites in a 2:1 ratio.
Related literature
For threo-1,2-diphenyl-2,3-difluoropropionate, see: O'Hagan et al. (2006) . For R-methyl 3-bromo-2-chloro-3-phenylpropionate, see: Shaw et al. (1995) .
Experimental
Crystal data 
Data collection
Bruker SMART APEX diffractometer Absorption correction: multi-scan (SADABS; Sheldrick, 1996) T min = 0.211, T max = 0.398 (expected range = 0. Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). 
Refinement
The structure is disordered over two positions with respect of the non-bromide atoms. The Br1 atom is connected to the carbon atom in the 2-position in the major component but is connected to the carbon atom in the 3-position in the minor component. Conversely, the Br2 atom is connected to the carbon atom in the 3-position in the major component but is connected to the carbon atom in the 2-position in the minor component. All distances in the major component were restrained to within 0.01 Å of their equivalents in the minor component. The phenyl rings were restrained into rigid hexagons of 1.39 Å sides. Additionally, the four-atom carboxyl and seven-atom benzyl units were each restrained to be nearly flat. The anisotropic displacement parameters of the primed atoms were restrained to be equal to those of the unprimed atoms; these were also restrained to be nearly isotropic. In the inital stages of the refinement, the occupancy refined to an approximate 2:1 ratio. However, with the inclusion of hydrogen atoms, the refinement was unstable. Ratios that were either slightly smaller or slightly larger than 2:1 did not yield any significant differences in the final residual index. The ratio was then fixed to 2:1 Oxygen and carbon-bound H-atoms were placed in calculated positions (C-H 0.95 to 1.00 Å, O-H 0.84 Å) and were included in the refinement in the riding model approximation, with U(H) set to 1.2 to 1.5U eq (C,O). 
